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Reference: Statutes Annotated 2013 Code 520100 (Questions 1-20) 

Reference: Manual on Protocol, Code 510600 (Questions 20-30) (Sept. 2007 Revision) 

1. Bills against the Lodge requires a 2/3rds majority vote. (By voting sign of an Elk). 

2. Amendments to a proposed budget requires a simple majority vote. (By voting sign of 

an Elk). 

3. A decision by an Exalted Ruler can be overridden by a simple majority vote. (By voting 

sign of an Elk). 

4. An application for membership by initiation does not require that the membership be 

notified but requires a 2/3rds majority vote. (By voting sign of an Elk). 

5. A vote for life membership requires a ten day notice to the membership and then 

requires a 2/3rds majority of members present by secret ballot. 

6. The Elks National Home and Retirement Center shall be owned and operated by a 

separate non-stock, non-profit Virginia Corporation to be organized by the Board of 

Grand Trustees. 

7. Any member of the Order in good standing may avail himself or herself of the privilege 

of the Elks National Home as a visitor at a rate and under conditions as fixed by the 

Board of Directors. 

8. The Grand Exalted Ruler, by written Executive Order specifying the grounds, may 

suspend a member from being a Lodge Officer and from club privileges when that 

member has neglected the duties of an office, or id guilty of Contumacy or conduct 

injurious to the Order. 

9. The Grand Exalted Ruler, by written Executive Order specifying the grounds, may 

declare a State Association to be illegal. 

10.   The Grand Exalted Ruler, by written Executive Order specifying the grounds, may 

remove any State Association Officer who neglects the duties of his or her office, is 

guilty of contumacy or conduct injurious to the Order. 

11.   If the Lodge wishes to provide a special committee take over a function customarily 

performed by the Trustees, it may do so. 

12.   Appropriations set forth in the budget authorize the expenditure of those funds. 

13.   The Exalted Ruler with the approval of the Lodge, may appoint members of the Lodge 

especially qualified to organize degree teams for the exemplification of the Rituals. 

14.   When a rejected applicant makes another application, it must be read at the next 

regular meeting before it is referred to the Fraternal Committee. 



15.   A member in good standing is entitled to inspect all Lodge records at reasonable times, 

including the membership list. 

16.   An acting Exalted Ruler has the authority to appoint or discharge committees. 

17.   Members can enter or leave the Lodge during the balloting of candidates. 

18.   The four chair officers of an incorporated Lodge are vested with the same powers as of 

the Board of Trustees. 

19.   Only the Governing Body controls the actions and decisions pertaining to employment 

relationships and the fixing of prices and services. 

20.   The Lodge can bury a deceased member. 

21.   Protocol is the customs and regulations dealing with ceremonies and etiquette.  The 

Protocol Manual only covers certain occasions and events and not all levels of Elkdom. 

22.   The organizational structure of the BPO Elks is made up first of the subordinate lodge, 

second the Grand Lodge, and third the State Association. 

23.   A visit to a Lodge by a Grand Lodge Officer should be, and genuinely is, arranged by the 

District Deputy in whose jurisdiction the visit is to be made. 

24.   Invitations from a Lodge to the District Deputy need to be sent via the State Elks, who 

will concur on the invitation and forward it to the District Deputy.  No other notifications 

need to be made. 

25.   If the Lodge is honored at a meeting with a visit from the Grand Lodge Officer, that 

person should be seated at the Exalted Ruler’s right. 

26.   If State Association Officers are present at a Lodge meeting where there are Grand 

Lodge Dignitaries present, they should be seated to the Exalted Ruler’s left, by 

precedence.  If there were no Grand Lodge Officers present, the State Association would 

be seated to the right of the Exalted Ruler. 

27.   A master of ceremonies should be seated to the right of the podium at a banquet. 

28.   When distinguished guests are present and officials are presented the Grand Lodge 

Officers and Past Grand Lodge Officers always get introduced first. 

29.  Newspaper coverage and news releases, as well as photography are very important to 

any Lodge or State Association. 

30.   There is no substitute for good advanced planning, with good taste applied at all times. 


